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1. Introduction 

Under the provisions of the Public Libraries and Museums Act 1964 (PLMA), the 
Council, as a library authority, has a statutory duty to provide a comprehensive 
and efficient library service for all persons wishing to make use of it. 
 
The PLMA does not define what is meant by “comprehensive and efficient”. 
However, it does provide that the library authority must make facilities for 
borrowing books and other materials available to people who live, or work, or are 
undergoing full-time education in Gloucestershire.  

 
On 5th April 2012, Cabinet approved the current library strategy “Developing a 
new strategy for library services in Gloucestershire”.  This strategy has been in 
place since that time and no longer represents the future vision and ambition for 
libraries within Gloucestershire. 
 
The library strategy is part of the Council’s Policy Framework and covers a 5-year 
period from 2023 - 2028.  It outlines the direction and ambitions for 
Gloucestershire Library service and represents a far more up to date vision for 
the library services it provides to Gloucestershire residents, students, and 
workers.  It will be refreshed and updated annually throughout its lifetime to 
ensure it remains relevant to local communities. 
 
The new strategy incorporates the following: 
 

• A new vision for Gloucestershire Library Services 

• The current provision of library and wider services 

• The aims and ambitions of the library service between 2023 and 2028 

• A clear outline of the service’s core offer 
 

2. Governance 
 
Cabinet approved and published the draft strategy in June 2022 for public 
consultation.  As part of this process the strategy was also scrutinised at a 
meeting of the Adult Social Care & Communities Scrutiny Committee on 5th July 
2022.  A 12-week consultation was undertaken between 4th July and 23rd 
September 2022 and feedback from scrutiny and the consultation process was 
incorporated into the strategy document and considered by Cabinet at its meeting 
in November 2022. 
 
In particular the following amendments to the strategy were made in response to 
the comments received: 
 



• Core – include provision of access to Local Studies collections within libraries. 

• Core – include support to Home Educators through provision of resources and 
spaces. 

• Core : ambition – include work with Schools to support class visits to local 
libraries to promote reading for pleasure to children. 

• Core : ambition – strengthen support and accessibility to reading for reluctant 
readers and those in local communities whose first language is not English.  

• Connect : ambition – include a wish to expand the provision of meeting 
spaces within libraries. 

 
The Strategy has also been updated following the formal decisions taken to re-locate 
the libraries in Stroud & Gloucester.  The sections under Community now include 
reference to these two projects. 
 
The remainder of the changes were minor grammatical changes and a swap of the 
case studies in Core & Community. 

 
Having approved the draft Library Strategy at its meeting on 20th November 2022, 
Cabinet is recommending it to the County Council for approval.  Please follow this 
link to the Cabinet report and background documents –  

 
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=47157&Opt=0  

 
Once approved the adopted Library Strategy (2023-2028) will be published on the 
Council’s library website. 

 
Financial implications 

 
The future strategy will be delivered within the libraries base budget identified 
through the Council’s MTFS for 2022/23 – 2025/26. 

 
Officer recommendation 
 

That that the Council adopt the Library Strategy 2023-2028 as part of the Council’s 
Policy Framework to be implemented from 1st April 2023. 
 
 
 
 
Jane Everiss 
Head of Libraries & Registration 
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